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Abstract

Arabic speaking skills (Maharah Kalam) ate one of the essential competencies that students of the
Arabic Language Education Program must master, yet many students still experience difficulties in
oral communication. This study aims to identify and describe the forms of difficulties experienced by
students in speaking Arabic and to analyze the factors causing these difficulties in the Maharah Kalam
course. This research employed a qualitative descriptive approach at the Arabic Language Education
Program of UIN Palangka Raya. The participants consisted of six fourth-semester students selected
through purposive sampling and one lecturer of the Maharah Kalam course. Data were collected
through classtoom observations and semi-structured interviews with students and the lecturer, then
analyzed through data reduction, categorization, data display, and conclusion drawing to identify
linguistic and non-linguistic difficulties. The findings revealed that students experienced linguistic
difficulties including limited productive vocabulary, difficulties in constructing Arabic sentences, weak
application of nahwu and sharaf in oral communication, and pronunciation problems. Non-linguistic
factors included anxiety, fear of making mistakes, low self-confidence, lack of speaking practice, and
an unsupportive Arabic language environment. From the lecturer’s perspective, students generally
possessed adequate receptive vocabulary and pronunciation skills but still lacked confidence and the
ability to apply grammar communicatively. The study concludes that improving students’ Arabic
speaking skills requires communicative learning strategies, intensive and sustained speaking practice,
effective use of digital technology, and the creation of an active Arabic language environment.

Keywords: Arabic speaking skills; Maharah Kalam; linguistic difficulties; non-linguistic factors;
Arabic language learning
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